
The mission of the Office of Migrant Education is to provide excellent leadership, technical 
assistance, and financial support to improve the educational opportunities and academic 

success of migratory children, youth, agricultural workers, fishers, and their families.

Rich Wilson | Christopher D. Hill

Evidence-Based 
Practices for 

Program Evaluation



 Why Evidence?
 Review ESSA evidence definitions
 Discuss how to identify, use, and build evidence

OBJECTIVES



 Build evidence base for context of migrant students
 More effectively leverage your MEP evaluation

 Ensure scarce resources are having the biggest possible impact
 Redirect effort from lower value work to higher value work
 Improve your service delivery plan

 Improve outcomes for students

WHY EVIDENCE?



Source: https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/guidanceuseseinvestment.pdf

 Entry Evidence
 Used to build your service 

delivery plan
 How do you know what 

services to provide and 
whether they are likely to 
work? 

 Exit Evidence
 Identifies whether services 

were effective
 Supports continuous 

improvement and your next 
service delivery plan

ENTRY VS. EXIT EVIDENCE

USING EVIDENCE

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/guidanceuseseinvestment.pdf


Inputs Activities/
Outputs Outcomes

• Logic model (or theory of action) means a framework that 
 Identifies key project components of the service delivery plan
 Describes the theoretical and operational relationships among the key project 

components and relevant outcomes. 34 C.F.R. 77.1(c)

Entry

Logic Models

USING EVIDENCE



(A) IN GENERAL. — Except as provided in subparagraph (B), the term ‘‘evidence-based’’, when used with 
respect to a State, local educational agency, or school activity, means an activity, strategy, or intervention that —

(i) demonstrates a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes or other relevant outcomes 
based on —

(I) strong evidence from at least 1 well-designed and well-implemented experimental study;
(II) moderate evidence from at least 1 well-designed and well-implemented quasi-experimental study; 
OR
(III) promising evidence from at least 1 well-designed and well-implemented correlational study with 
statistical controls for selection bias; or

(ii) (I) demonstrates a rationale based on high-quality research findings or positive evaluation that such 
activity, strategy, or intervention is likely to improve student outcomes or other relevant outcomes; 
AND

(II) includes ongoing efforts to examine the effects of such activity, strategy, or intervention.
(B) DEFINITION FOR SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES FUNDED UNDER THIS ACT. — When used with respect to 
interventions or improvement activities or strategies funded under section 1003, the term ‘‘evidence-based’’ 
means a State, local educational agency, or school activity, strategy, or intervention that meets the requirements 
of subclause (I), (II), or (III) of subparagraph (A)(i).

ESSA Section 8101(21): Evidence-Based Definition

EVIDENCE DEFINITIONS



EVIDENCE DEFINITIONS

Evidence-Based means an activity, strategy, or intervention that:
 Strong Evidence from an experimental study
 Moderate Evidence from a quasi-experimental study; or
 Promising Evidence from a correlational study w/ controls for bias
 Demonstrates a Rationale
 Strategies based on high-quality research findings; and
 Ongoing effort to evaluate the strategy

Breaking Down ESSA



 Discuss the following questions with others at your table:
 How do you currently use evidence and evidence-based strategies in your 

work?
 What is the biggest challenge you face utilizing or building evidence in your 

work?
 How can ED support your use or creation of evidence? 

 Share out with whole group

EVIDENCE DISCUSSION



Focused on Discretionary 
Grants

 IES Logic Model Builder
 Non-Regulatory Guidance: Using Evidence to Strengthen Education 

Investments
 EDGAR Definitions
 EDGAR and Evidence

ED EVIDENCE RESOURCES

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/pacific/elm.asp
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/guidanceuseseinvestment.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=b6824c275a036b6785dde8d405d4338f&mc=true&node=se34.1.77_11&rgn=div8
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oese/oss/technicalassistance/edgarrevisionsfactsheet101617.pdf


OTHER ED RESOURCES

 Comprehensive Centers
 Equity Assistance Centers

What Works Clearinghouse Regional Educational Laboratories

OESE Resources

SUPPORT AND RESOURCES FROM ED

https://compcenternetwork.org/
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/equitycenters/contacts.html
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/


Note: Only for Moderate or Strong Evidence ESSA definitions. 

whatworks.ed.gov

What Works Clearinghouse

IDENTIFYING EVIDENCE

https://whatworks.ed.gov/


Source: https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/FWW/Results?filters=,EL

Intervention Reports

WHAT WORKS CLEARINGHOUSE

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/FWW/Results?filters=,EL


Source: https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/FWW/Results?filters=,EL

Intervention Reports

WHAT WORKS CLEARINGHOUSE

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/FWW/Results?filters=,EL


Source: https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/EvidenceSnapshot/366

Sample Intervention Report

WHAT WORKS CLEARINGHOUSE

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/EvidenceSnapshot/366


Source: https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/FWW

Searching for Studies

WHAT WORKS CLEARINGHOUSE

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/FWW


Source: https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/ReviewedStudies/#/Keyword:Migrant,OnlyStudiesWithPositiveEffects:false,SetNumber:1

Searching for Studies

WHAT WORKS CLEARINGHOUSE

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/ReviewedStudies/#/Keyword:Migrant,OnlyStudiesWithPositiveEffects:false,SetNumber:1


• A correlational study looks at the association between receiving an intervention 
and an outcome of interest

• An intervention can be a process, product, strategy, practice, program, or policy

• Statistical controls for selection bias is how study authors attempt to compare 
subjects who are similar except for the receipt of the intervention

• Selection bias is “an error in choosing the individuals or groups to take part in 
a study. Ideally, the subjects in a study should be very similar to one another... 
If there are important differences, the results of the study may not be valid.” 

(National Cancer Institute)

Promising Evidence

BUILDING THE EVIDENCE BASE



Intervention was first 
implemented in 2018 
 2017 is baseline year
 2019 is year of 

follow-up data 
collection

• Students Receiving 
Intervention

• Comparison Group 
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Study Design A

Importance of Comparison Groups

BUILDING THE EVIDENCE BASE



• Which key component of your project will be the intervention from 
your service delivery plan that can be evaluated in an effectiveness 
study? 

• How will we form an equivalent comparison group to study the 
effects of the intervention?

• What data do we need to collect on baseline student characteristics 
and relevant outcomes?

• What services will be received by students in the comparison group, 
and do they offer a service contrast with the intervention?

• When will data collection and report preparation occur? 

Evaluation Design Decisions

BUILDING THE EVIDENCE BASE



Christopher.D.Hill@ed.gov
Richard.Wilson@ed.gov

Q&A

mailto:Christopher.D.Hill@ed.gov
mailto:Richard.Wilson@ed.gov
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