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CHILD ELIGIBILITY 

 

Q.  Our State is working to align our Migrant Education Program (MEP) Certificate of 

Eligibility (COE) more closely to the national COE and remove information that is not 

necessary.  If a migratory child’s birth city, State, and country are no longer required data 

elements for purposes of the Migrant Student Information Exchange (MSIX), is it 

permissible for our State not to collect this data on our COE? 

The birth city/state/country minimum data elements (MDEs) are no longer required to be 

submitted to MSIX, nor is such information required to be collected on the national COE 

because it is not necessary for purposes of determining or documenting a child’s eligibility for 

the MEP.  Therefore, it is acceptable to remove that information from your State’s COE (unless 

your State has a State-specific reason for collecting that information). 

 

FISCAL REQUIREMENTS 

 

Q.  Is it an allowable use of Migrant Education Program (MEP) funds to provide meals 

during staff trainings or conferences?  We typically have all day meetings from 8:00 am -

5:00 pm and the trainings are sometimes held in locations that are a significant distance 

from food options available for purchase.  In those cases, it would require a longer lunch 

break and an extension of working hours in order to accomplish the training objectives.  As 

an alternative, we propose providing lunch for attendees during a speaker or educational 

component, to continue working on-site.   

Although federal funds should not be used to provide food during staff meetings/training as a 

standard practice, the Office of Migrant Education (OME) believes situations such as the one 

described would be an allowable exception to provide a working lunch for training attendees.  

The meeting organizers might also consider offering meeting participants the option of paying 

for food (such as lunch, breakfast, or snacks) and beverages, and arrange for these items to be 

available at the meeting.  We refer grantees to guidance from the U.S. Department of 

Education’s (ED’s) Office of the Chief Financial Officer on the use of federal funds for meetings 

and conferences: 

A grantee hosting a meeting or conference may not use grant funds to pay for food for 

conference attendees unless doing so is necessary to accomplish legitimate meeting or 

conference business.  A working lunch is an example of a cost for food that might be 

allowable under a Federal grant if attendance at the lunch is needed to ensure the full 

participation by conference attendees in essential discussions and speeches concerning 

the purpose of the conference and to achieve the goals and objectives of the project. 
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The above guidance is included as Enclosure 3 in the MEP Grant Award Notification 

(GAN).   The guidance is also available on ED’s website, along with accompanying frequently 

asked questions (https://www2.ed.gov/policy/fund/guid/uniform-guidance/cost-principles.html). 

Q.  Is it an allowable use of Migrant Education Program (MEP) funds to pay for costs 

associated with my State’s participation in a MEP consortium incentive grant (CIG) 

program? 

MEP funds may be used to pay for costs associated with the CIG, provided those costs are 

allowable under the MEP— e.g., to promote interstate coordination of educational programs for 

migratory children.  As with any use of MEP funds, we encourage States to consider whether the 

cost meets the following criteria: 

1. The activity or service comports with the results of the State’s Comprehensive Needs 

Assessment (CNA) and the strategies outlined in the State’s Service Delivery Plan (SDP). 

2. MEP funds are first used to meet the identified needs of migratory children that result 

from their migratory lifestyle, and to permit these children to participate effectively in 

school. 

3. The activity or service meets the needs of migratory children that are not addressed by 

services available from other Federal or non-Federal programs. 

4. MEP funds are used to supplement, rather than supplant, the use of State and local funds. 

5. The costs of the service or activity comports with the cost principles described in the 

Uniform Guidance (Subpart E of 2 CFR Part 200). The cost principles require, among 

other things, that costs of the service or activity be reasonable and necessary, and be 

allocable (or chargeable) to the MEP relative to the benefit received.  
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