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Reviewing Key Terms for Performance Assessment


Performance Goals
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as amended, contains five performance goals that all states are expected to meet. These goals apply to all of the major ESEA, as amended, programs and reflect the overall vision of the statute, which is to improve the achievement of all students. States agreed to adopt the set of five goals in their Consolidated State Applications (See Module 3); and states may establish additional goals for improving student achievement.

Performance Indicators
Performance indicators provide a way of measuring whether states have made progress toward each broad performance goal. States agreed to adopt performance indicators that correspond to the five performance goals in their Consolidated State Applications.

Performance Targets*
Results states expect to achieve (by a specified time) with respect to each performance indicator. States were required, as part of its Consolidated State Application, to develop performance targets for each performance indicator.

MEP Measurable Program Outcomes (MPOs)
Results the MEP hopes to achieve at the state and local operating agency (LOA) level through the provision of specific educational or educationally related services. These outcomes help the MEP determine whether and to what degree it has met the needs of migratory children.


*State Performance Targets are also referred to as Annual Measurable Objectives (AMOs), for those States that have received ED approval for a waiver of certain ESEA requirements (also known as “Flexibility”). 

For further information on these key terms, see MEP Guidance, Chapter VIII, B1 – B7, and the Program Evaluation Toolkit developed by the Office of Migrant Education (OME).
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